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castle near the seashore, take care not to accept his invita-
tion to spend the night therein.1 He also added : ' If thou
meetest in this journey a man older than thyself, and he
commands thee to do something, disobey him not/ Then
Loqman took leave of his son, saying: ' May Allah cause
safety to accompany thee.' The son departed, and after he
had travelled for a short time, he met an oil man, and
asked him for permission to accompany him. He granted
it, whereon they travelled together, and reached a green
and flourishing tree, at the foot of which there was a foun-
tain of water. The old man said to the youth : ' Alight in
this spot, and when the air gets cool we will continue our
journey together.' The son of Loqman replied : ' My father
has prohibited me to halt at this place.' The old man con-
tinued : ' But he has also ordered thee to mind the words of
thy aged companion.' The son of Loqman being satisfied
with this explanation, they halted, and he fell asleep. The
old man watched him, and soon perceived a serpent crawl-
ing down from the tree towards the son of Loqman; then
he struck the serpent with his cane and slew it. When the
youth awoke, his companion asked him: ' Knowest thou
why thy father had prohibited thee from stopping in this
place ?' He replied : c I know not.' The old man con-
tinued : ' .Because everyone who had alighted in this locality,
and reposed, was stung and killed by the serpent which
thou seest. By the power of God I have now put a stop to
its evil deeds.' Then he cut off the head of the snake,
wrapped it in a cloth which he placed in a bag, and they
departed from that place. Afterwards they arrived in the
town, and took up their lodgings in the house of the
governor, who showed them, much hospitality, and offered
his daughter, with a great deal of property, to the son of
Loqm&n, who, however, refused to marry her. The old man
asked: ' Why refusest thou to take possession of the maiden
and of the riches V He replied : * My father has prohibited
mo.' His aged companion said: ' I admit that; but he has
also enjoined thee not to disobey hirn who is older than
thyself/ The youth said, Yes,' and the old man con-